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The European Speech and Language Therapy Association (ESLA) affirms its commitment to
raising awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (DLD), a highly prevalent yet
frequently misunderstood condition that affects and persists into adulthood. DLD is a lifelong
neurodevelopmental condition that significantly impacts communication, learning, mental
health, and participation in society. Despite its prevalence, DLD remains underecognised,
under-diagnosed, and underesourced across Europe. This lack of awareness and appropriate
support contributes to barriers in education, employment, and social inclusion. As the
professional voice of speech and language therapists across Europe, ESLA unites national
associations and professionals to advance evidence-based practice, influence policy, and
strengthen the profile of speech and language therapy at a European level. Our mission is to
ensure that every person, regardless of age or background, has the right to optimal
communication, swallowing, and language support.

In relation to DLD, ESLA and its member associations:

e Recognise DLD as a distinct and significant condition requiring early identification,
intervention, and ongoing support throughout the lifespan.

¢ Advocate for equitable access to speech and language therapy services for all
individuals with DLD, regardless of language background, socioeconomic status, or
geographic location.

e Call upon policymakers, educators, and healthcare providers to prioritise investment
in awareness, research, and service provision for DLD.

e Support multilingualism in Europe, urging that DLD assessment and intervention
consider linguistic diversity and cultural contexts.

e Stand in solidarity with individuals and families affected by DLD, amplifying their
voices and ensuring their rights to communication and participation are upheld.

To raise awareness, ESLA and its members will:

e Engage in collaborative campaigns with international partners, member associations,
and advocacy groups.

e Share resources, facts, and stories across multiple platforms to highlight the realities
of living with DLD.



e Promote training and knowledge exchange for speech and language therapists to
strengthen identification and intervention across Europe.

e Encourage public conversations and media coverage to reduce stigma and build
understanding.

On this DLD Awareness Day, ESLA and its member associations renew their commitment to
promoting understanding of DLD, reducing stigma, and ensuring that every person with DLD
receives the recognition and support they deserve. Together, across Europe and within each
of our countries, we can create a society where all individuals with DLD are empowered to
thrive.

GELiSIMSEL DiL BOZUKLUGU (GDB) HAKKINDA TUTUM BILDIRiSi
17 Ekim 2025 — GDB Farkindalik Giinii’nde yayimlanmistir

Avrupa Dil ve Konusma Terapisi Dernegi (ESLA), oldukca yaygin olmasina ragmen siklikla
yanlis anlasilan ve yetiskinlik donemine kadar devam eden bir durum olan Gelisimsel Dil
Bozuklugu (GDB) konusunda farkindaligi artirma konusundaki gortsini gliclendirerek
yineleyecektir. GDB, iletisimi, 6grenmeyi, ruh sagligini ve toplumsal katilimi 6nemli dl¢lide
etkileyen 6mir boyu stiren bir nérogelisimsel bozukluktur.

Yayginhigina ragmen GDB, Avrupa genelinde hala yeterince taninmayan, tanisi az konulan ve
kaynaklari yetersiz bir durumdur. Bu farkindalik eksikligi ve uygun destegin yetersizligi,
egitim, istihdam ve sosyal katilim alanlarinda engeller yaratmaktadir.

Avrupa genelinde dil ve konusma terapistlerinin mesleki sesi olarak ESLA, ulusal dernekleri
ve profesyonelleri bir araya getirerek kanita dayali uygulamayi gelistirmeyi, politikalari
etkilemeyi ve dil ve konusma terapisinin Avrupa diizeyindeki gorinirligini giclendirmeyi
amaglar. Misyonumuz, yas veya dil ge¢misi fark etmeksizin herkesin en iyi diizeyde iletisim,
yutma ve dil destegi hakkina sahip olmasini saglamaktir.

GDB ileilgili olarak ESLA ve (iye dernekleri:

e GDB'yi, erken tanilama, miidahale ve yasam boyu siren destek gerektiren farkli ve
onemli bir durum olarak kabul eder.

o Dil gegcmisi, sosyoekonomik durum veya cografi konumdan bagimsiz olarak tim
bireylerin dil ve konugma terapisi hizmetlerine esit erisimi igin savunuculuk yapar.

o Politikacilari, egitimcileri ve saglik hizmeti saglayicilarini, GDB konusunda farkindalik,
arastirma ve hizmet sunumuna yatirim yapmaya ¢agirir.

e Avrupa’daki cok dilliligi destekler ve GDB degerlendirme ve miidahalesinin dilsel
cesitliligi ve kultiirel baglamlari dikkate almasi gerektigini vurgular.



e GDB’den etkilenen bireyler ve aileleriyle dayanisma icinde olur, onlarin seslerini
duyurur ve iletisim ile katilim haklarinin korunmasini saglar.

Farkindahgi artirmak amaciyla ESLA ve Uyeleri:

o Uluslararasi ortaklar, liye dernekler ve savunucu gruplarla isbirlik¢ci kampanyalar
yuratar.

e GDB ile yasamanin gercgeklerini vurgulamak icin kaynaklari, bilgileri ve hikayeleri cok
cesitli platformlarda paylasir.

¢ Avrupa genelinde tanilama ve miidahale becerilerini gliclendirmek amaciyla dil ve
konusma terapistleri icin egitim ve bilgi paylasimini tegvik eder.

e Kamuoyunda tartismalar ve medya gorinurliGgi yoluyla damgalanmayi azaltir ve
anlayisi artirir.

GDB Farkindalik Glni’nde, ESLA ve Uye dernekleri, GDB’nin anlagilmasini gelistirmeye,
ayrimlastirmayi (damgalanmayi) azaltmaya ve GDB’li her bireyin hak ettigi taninma ve destegi
almasini saglamaya yonelik taahhutlerini yenilemektedir.
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