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EUROPEAN SPEECH and LANGUAGE THERAPY ACT

The Speech and Language Therapy! Act encompasses all the professional activities, i.e the
autonomous, interdisciplinary, partnership-based and collaborative person-centred therapy,
with individuals with communication and swallowing disorders, their families, carers,
communities and other professionals.

Speech and Language Therapists? are professionals specialised in preventing, assessing,
diagnosing, treating and studying human communication, voice, hearing, feeding and
swallowing disorders across the lifespan. In this context, human communication encompasses
all those processes associated with the comprehension and expression of verbal and written
language, as well as non-verbal and/or alternative communication. In addition, Speech and
Language Therapists contributes to the assessment and rehabilitation of swallowing, thereby
addressing the vital functions that significantly impact an individual’s quality of life.

Speech and Language Therapists assess, plan, implement, monitor and evaluate the
interventions they provide. They deliver a wide range of direct (individual and/or group) and
indirect interventions and give specific recommendations to the clients/patients, families,
carers and other professionals. They are independent professionals who make decisions
based on evidence, professional judgement, clinical expertise and knowledge. This means
that they are autonomous practitioners. Collaboration with other professionals is an integral
aspect of their role in ensuring a person-centred approach.

Speech and Language Therapists should be engaged in conducting scientific research and
should be skilled in reviewing and implementing scientific information as part of their
evidence-based practice.

Speech and Language Therapists are ethically bound to provide services that are consistent
with their competencies, education and experience.

The SLT Act is underpinned by national and international ethical values and codes which
respect dignity, autonomy and uniqueness of all human beings. The SLT Act also underlines
the duty of Speech and Language Therapists to engage in continuous professional
development.

! speech and Language Therapy, Speech-Language Therapy, Speech- Language Pathology are used
interchangeably in different European countries.

2 Speech and Language Therapists, Speech-Language Therapists, Speech-Language Pathologists are used
interchangeably in different European countries.
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AVRUPA DiL VE KONUSMA TERAPISI YASASI

Dil ve Konusma Terapisi! Yasasi, iletisim ve yutma bozuklugu olan bireylerle, onlarin aileleri,
bakim verenleri, topluluklari ve diger profesyonellerle yiritilen tim mesleki faaliyetleri
kapsar. Bu faaliyetler; ozerk, disiplinler arasi, is birligine dayali ve kisiye 6zel terapi
uygulamalarini icerir.

Dil ve Konusma Terapistleri> yasam boyu insan iletisimi, ses, isitme, beslenme ve yutma
bozukluklarini énleme, degerlendirme, tanilama, terapi yapma ve arastirma konularinda
uzmanlasmis profesyonellerdir. Bu baglamda insan iletisimi; s6zIU ve yazili dilin anlasiimasi ve
ifade edilmesiyle ilgili tiim surecleri, ayrica sdzsiz ve/veya alternatif iletisimi kapsar. Buna ek
olarak, Dil ve Konusma Terapistleri, bireylerin yasam kalitesini dnemli 6l¢lide etkileyen yutma
fonksiyonlarinin degerlendirilmesi ve rehabilitasyonu siireclerinde de rol alirlar.

Dil ve Konusma Terapistleri; sagladiklari midahaleleri degerlendirir, planlar, uygular, izler ve
etkisini Olcer. Bireysel ve/veya grup diizeyinde genis bir yelpazede dogrudan ve dolayli
mudahaleler sunarlar ve danisanlara/hastalara, ailelere, bakim verenlere ve diger
profesyonellere spesifik dneriler saglarlar. Kendi kararlarini kanita dayal bilgiler, mesleki yargi,
klinik uzmanhk ve bilgi birikimi dogrultusunda verirler. Bu durum, onlarin bagimsiz
uygulayicilar (autonomous practitioners) olduklari anlamina gelir. Bununla birlikte, diger
profesyonellerle is birligi icinde calismak kisiye 6zel yaklasimin ayrilmaz bir parcasidir.

Dil ve Konusma Terapistlerinin bilimsel arastirmalar yiritmeleri ve bilimsel bilgileri inceleme
ile uygulama konusunda yetkin olmalari kanita dayali uygulamanin bir geregidir. Dil ve
Konusma Terapistleri, yeterlilikleri, egitimleri ve deneyimleriyle tutarli hizmetler sunmakla etik
olarak yuktumluddrler.

Dil ve Konusma Terapisi Yasasl, ulusal ve uluslararasi etik degerler ve insan onuru, 6zerkligi ve
0zgllligline saygi temellerine dayanir. Ayrica, Dil ve Konusma Terapistlerinin stirekli mesleki
gelisim faaliyetlerine katilma sorumlulugunu da vurgular.

Notlar:

1. “Speech and Language Therapy”, “Speech-Language Therapy”, “Speech-Language Pathology”
terimleri Avrupa’nin farkli Gilkelerinde birbirinin yerine kullaniimaktadir.

2. “Speech and Language Therapists”, “Speech-Language Therapists”, “Speech-Language
Pathologists” terimleri de ayni sekilde birbirinin yerine kullanilmaktadir.
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